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Position Overview

      1. History of position, what past coordinators have done.


There is a binder of all the Co-op products and information about where products come from, that the past coordinators have created. One coordinator created posters about fair-trade coffee, what it is, where it comes from, and why it's important.


In 2006-2007, Gretchen began ordering fair trade Divine Chocolate online, and bought 100 lbs bulk organic (localish) flour (50 wheat and 50 white) and 25 lbs organic sugar from the Twelve Mile Coop in Gresham. She also created a commodity-chain to illustrate where our Organic Valley dairy milk comes from. 

      2. What aspect of the Coop the position is responsible for

You are responsible for researching and acquiring products that are fair-trade, local, and/or organic. These can be new products, or replacing current products. You should familiarize themselves with fair-trade practices and why they are important. Should be able and willing to cooperate with ideas brought forth by members. To help the inventory coordinator, you will be responsible for keeping inventory of and ordering chocolate, flour, honey, sugar, and loose tea. Hot chocolate is not selling well currently, there is talk of ordering a new kind of hot chocolate for the Cyber Cafe if that goes well.

Responsibilities 

Beginning of semester responsibilities: Familiarize yourself with products. Take stock of what we've got. Help inventory/coffeeshop/membership with training. 

Weekly responsibilities. Take inventory of chocolate, flour, sugar, honey, and loose tea. Hot chocolate if necessary. Come to coordinator meetings, participate in whatever interests you, and work on semester projects. Order products that we are low on.

Semester responsibilities. Bring at least one new product to the co-op. Update the binder, creating separate section to archive old products while adding new ones. Research the commodity chain of an existing product.

Tips

Strategies for fulfilling responsibilities. 

Useful contacts Farmer Dave Shonk of Twelve Mile Co-op in Gresham. http://www.localharvest.org/food-coops/M15340

Divine Chocolate, dark bars are ordered from: http://www.crsfairtrade.org/ . Milk bars were ordered but were not selling well. They could be ordered again.

Flour and sugar have been ordered through the Twelve Mile Co-op, and must be picked up at the Co-op in Gresham. There is opportunity to place an order every 2 weeks, the deadline is 4pm on Tuesdays, to be picked up that Friday. This could change. Products available are found on Azurestandard.com. There is a minimum order of $40, but no shipping cost, it is shipped to the Twelve Mile Co-op. There is a dairy-free hot chocolate product available there, which could be experimented with. In the past hot chocolate has been ordered from Equal Exchange. 

Local honey can be bought where ever you choose, David Shonk might sell honey?

Much of the loose tea has been bought from Lovingleaftea.com

